
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



786 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST. [Vol. XXXII. 

slips in English, and loose statements. Misstatements and misuses 
of technical terms are altogether too numerous, even for a first 
edition. Of these a few examples must suffice. On page 233 we 
read that the Kentucky coffee tree "has the most compound leaves 
of all American trees "; on page 2 a tulip flower is said to consist of 
six leaves ; on page 187 occurs the statement that "corn is the only 
grass which bears the sterile and fertile flowers on separate heads " ; 
and on page 4 sepals are called leaflets. In spite of these defects, 
however, we should say that teachers may gain from this book not a 
little of profitable fact and hint if they are disposed to have due 
patience in overlooking much that seems crude and practically 
valueless. Frederick LeRoy Sargent. 

Needham's Outdoor Studies. 1 — With the rapid development of 
" nature study " in the American schools has come a marked increase 
in the putting forth of nature study books. A good nature study 
book should be, above all, truthful ; its telling of nature should be 
accurate. Then it should be readily comprehensible, and written so 
as to attract and to hold the interest of its intended readers, be they 
teachers or children or both. Professor Needham's little book, 
possesses the qualifications just enumerated. The author is a careful 
and intelligent naturalist, and writes from personal observation and 
experience. He writes simply, and he writes interestingly. Outdoor 
Studies is certainly one of the good nature study books. ^ 

The* book is written, suggests the author, especially for the 
children. It is insistent in its demands for personal work by the 
student. in "seeing and doing and thinking," and explicit in its 
explanations of how to do this work. There are chapters on flowers 
and insects and chipmunks and birds under such titles as " Butter 
and Eggs and Bumblebees," " Goldenrod, its Visitors and Tenants," 
and " Houses that Grow " (galls and gall insects). The book is 
charmingly and helpfully illustrated, and the big scientific names, 
whose value is not overlooked but whose fear-inspiring capacity is 
fully recognized, are disposed of in a unique and effective way. 
Altogether the book is one to recommend to teachers, to parents, and 
to the children, for whom it is primarily written. y ^ jr 

Stanford University, California. 

1 Outdoor Studies, A Reading Book of Nature Study. By James G. Needham. 
Eclectic School Readings, American Book Company. New York, 1898. 



